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Kelenderis 2012 Yili Kazilari 
Excavations at Kelenderis in 2012 

K. Levent ZOROGLU 


Mersin'in Aydincik ilgesindeki antik Kelenderis yerle§- 
mesindeki Kazi ve Onarim Projesi'nin alan gali§malari 
23 Temmuz - 29 Eylul tarihleri arasinda gergekle§tiril- 
di*. 2012 yilinin programi gergevesinde onceligimiz, 
Agora alaninda gegen yillarda ba§lattigimiz gali§malar 
yam sira, ilk kez 2011 yilinda ba§ladigimiz ve raporlari- 
mizda "Limonluk" olarak adlandirdigimiz Kl 107-108 
ana plan karesindeki kazilar ve antik kentin nekropolle- 
rindeki temizlik de surduruldu. Gegen yillarda ve bu yil 
Silifke Muzesi'ne teslim ettigimiz ge§itli ta§inabilir arke- 
olojik malzemenin temizlik ve onarim gali§malari da 
gergekle§tirildi. 

Agora Alamndaki Kazi f alismalan 

2003 yilindan beri en kapsamli gali§malarin yurutuldugu 
bu alanda farkli zamanlarda kullamldigi anla§ilan ug 
onemli yapinin kalintilarim ortaya gikarmi§tik (Res. 1). 
Bunlardan en geg olam, alamn dogusunda, limana en 
yakin konumda bulunan ve i.S. geg 5. yy.'da in§a edildi- 
gi anla§ilan Agora Bazilikasi olup, bu yilki gali§malari- 
mizi, yapinin avlusunda (Atrium) sonradan olu§an dol- 
gunun kaldirilmasina ve zemininin duzeltmesine yogun- 
la§tirdik. Bu gali§malar sirasinda avlunun kuzeydogu- 
sunda, bazilikamn kuzey salonuna giri§in onundeki 
yakla§ik 3x3 m. olgulerindeki alanda (unit 2351) orta 
kismi tahrip olmu§ mozaik bir zemin ile kar§ila§tik. Bu 
mozaik zeminin kuzey salona agilan giri§ine mermer bir 
sutun govdesinin ikiye bolunerek basamaga donu§tur- 
mu§ olmasi dikkat gekicidir (Res. 2-3). Atrium'daki diger 
revaklarin zemininde bu §ekiIde ba§ka bir mozaik kalin- 
tisina rastlanmadi; bunun yerine zeminin ya siki§tirilmi§ 
toprak ve gakillarla, ya da ozellikle revaklarin ortasinda 


* Bu yilki kazilara Ktiltur ve Turizm Bakanligi'nm yam sira, 
Suna - inan Kirag Akdeniz Medeniyetleri Ara§tirma Enstittisu 
(AKMED) maddi katki saglami§ olup, ayrica Aydincik Beledi- 
yesi de i§gucu ve arag-gereg destegi yapmi§tir. 


The 2012 campaign of the Kelenderis excavations and 
restoration project was conducted between July 23 and 
September 29*. Within the scope of the 2012 program 
our priority was, first , to continue projects started in the 
Agora in previous campaigns as well as the ones that first 
began in 201 i at Limonluk located in grid square Kl 107 
-108 and\ second\ to dean off the necropoleis of the 
ancient city. Additionally ; easy to carry archaeological 
artefacts were turned over to the Museum of SHifke and 
were cleaned and restored. 

Work in the Agora 

We have uncovered remains of three monumental struc¬ 
tures during our extensive work at the agora since 2003 
(Fig. 1). Our work this year concentrated on removing 
the earth deposit and levelling the ground in the atrium 
of the Agora Basilica located in the east side near the 
harbour. Dating from the late 5th century A.D., it is the 
latest structure here. In the course of this work we 
encountered a damaged mosaic pavement in an area 
3x3 m. (unit 2351) northwest of the atrium by the north¬ 
ern doorway of the basilica. On the mosaic pavement 
with its depiction of simple geometric figures there 
stands a shaft of a marble column, which was split per¬ 
pendicularly so as to form a step leading to the area in 
front of the northern gateway (Figs. 2-3). No other 
remains of an mosaic pavement were exposed on the 
rest of the east portico flooring of the atrium or in other 
porticoes. Instead it was discovered that the ground was 
covered either with earth and pebbles or with flat slates 
as seen in the area between the porticos. The leading 
explanation for this is that, because the basilica was no 


* This year's campaign was sponsored both by the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism and the Suna & Kirag Research Institute 
on Mediterranean Civilizations (AKMED) with labour and 
equipment contributed by the Municipality of Aydincik. 
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Res. 1 

Agora Bazilikasi, 
genel gorunum 
Fig. 1 

Agora Basilica, 
general view 


kalan bolumde oldugu gibi, yassi kayrak ta§lariyla kapli 
oldugu ortaya gikti. Bunun nedeni ise, bazilikanin asil 
i§levini yitirmesinden sonra, ozellikle Orta ve Geg 
Bizans donemlerinde, alanin duvarlarinin dev§irme 
malzemeyle basit bir §ekiIde olu§turulan mekanlara 
bolunmu§ olmasidir. Bu yeni mekanlarin i§lik olarak 
kullanildigmi du§unmekteyiz. 

2011 yilinda Bazilika'nm kuzeyinde, bir havuz ve kori- 
dordan olu§an mu§temilati ile batisinda, yani Atrium'un 
kuzeyinde, zemini mozaik kapli bir mekanin varligini 
tespit etmi§tik. 2012 yilinda bu alanda yurutulen kazilar 
sonunda bazilikanin kuzeyinde bir salon ortaya gikaril- 
di. Bu salon (unit 2644) 10,50x5,90 m. olgulerinde olup, 
igindeki dolguyu olu§turan topragin ve diger malzeme- 
nin basinci yuzunden zeminin orta kismi gokmu§tur. Bir 
zamanlar salonun tamamini kapladigi anla§ilan mozaik 
zemin de ozellikle kenarlarda zarar gormu§tur (Res. 1, 
4). Diger taraftan, kullanildigi donemde de mozaiklerde 
bazi bozulmalar oldugu, bazi bolumlerin mozaik ta§la- 
riyla kabaca ve motif ozellikleri dikkate alinmadan 
onarildigi, bazi yerlere ise, yumu§ak kiregta§i levhalarla 
tamamlandigi gorulmektedir. Ozellikle bu kireg ta§i 
levhalarin konumu ve siralan i§i dikkate alinacak olursa, 
yine sonraki kullamminda, bunlarin uzerine yerle§tirilen 
ah§ap direkler ile salonun gatismin ta§mdigi soylenebilir. 

Yine de oldukga saglam bir bigimde bize ula§an bu salo¬ 
nun taban do§emesinde basamakli piramit, giyo§ ve 
geni§ bantlardan olu§an ana gergeve igerisinde 3 pano 
gorulmektedir. Bunlardan en saglami merkezdeki pano 
olup, burada e§kenar prizmalarla yapilmi§ bir yildiz susu 
gorulur. Bunun dogusundaki, bir dalga susunun sinirla- 
digi panoda, birbirine gegmi§ halkalar, salonun en bati- 
sindaki yipranmi§ panoda ise, kollari dikdortgen bigimli, 


longer functional especially during the mid to late 
Byzantine periods > this area was divided into various 
halls by building walls using spo/ia, which were proba¬ 
bly used as work-areas. 

During the 2011 campaign we identified an annex 
building with a pool and a corridor north of the Basilica, 
and a room paved with a mosaic to its west, that is, to 
the north of the Atrium. The 2012 excavations exposed 
a hall at the north side of the basilica. Because of the 
weight of the earth deposit and other materials, it was 
observed that the centre of the floor in the hall (unit 
2644), which measures 10.5x5.90 m, had sunk. Thus the 
mosaic pavement, which once covered the entire hall, 
was partly damaged especially at the edges (Figs. 1, 4). 
On the other hand, the mosaic had already been dam¬ 
aged during the time when the hall was in use so that 
some parts were carelessly repaired without paying 
attention to the motifs while others were covered with 
soft limestone slabs. Considering the position and 
arrangement of those limestone slabs, it may be con¬ 
cluded that wooden posts were placed on them at a later 
date to support the roof. 

On the floor of this hall, which has survived substan¬ 
tially intact, is a mosaic composition of three panels 
framed with stepped pyramids, guiiioche and wide 
bands. The best-preserved panel is the central one 
bearing a motif of a star formed with equilateral prisms. 
The eastern panel has a composition of interlacing 
circles framed with wave motifs, while the most 
damaged western panel features a diamond motif in 
the centre surrounded by juxtaposed diagonal motifs 
with rectangular arms. 
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Res. 2 Atrium unit 2351, temizlik gali§malari 
Fig. 2 Atrium unit 2351, cleaning work 


merkezinde ise elmas susu bulunan yan yana gapraz 
susleri gorulmektedir. 

Atriumda ve bazilikanin kuzeyinde ortaya gikan bu 
mozaiklerin bezeme ozelliklerinin, bazilikanin asil 
salonlarinda ele gegen mozaiklerden farkli olmasi bazi- 
likaya gore biraz daha erken bir tarihte yapilmi§ olduk- 
lari izlenimini vermektedir. 

Bu salonun dogusunda yer alan olasi vaftiz havuzunun 
igindeki dolgu bu yil kaldirildi. Havuzun duvarlari gibi 
zemininin de kalin bir kireg siva ile kapli oldugu ortaya 
gikti. Bu sivanin bir bolumunu temizledigimizde zemi- 
nin gri/siyah renkteki iri mozaik ta§lariyla (tessera) kapli 
oldugu goruldu. 

Bazilikanin kuzeyindeki bu havuz ve batisindaki koridor 
ile salon hemen hemen aym geni§likte olup, bir komp- 
leks olu§turmaktadirlar ve bu kompleks kuzeyden uzun 
bir duvarla smirlandirilmi§tir (Res. 5). Bu duvar olasilikla 
bazilikanin en son evresindeki di§ duvarini olu§turmak- 
tadir. Bu duvarin gerisinde ve biraz daha yuksek seviye- 
de, duvara paralel uzanan; uzeri dev§irme mimari parga- 
larla kapatilmi§ geni§ ve derin bir su kanali ortaya gikti. 
Bu kanalin i§levi ve nereye baglandigi konusunda henuz 
bir veri elde edemedik. 

Bazilikayla ilgili birimlerin ortaya gikarilmasina yonelik 
bu gali§malardan ba§ka, bu yapinin batisinda yer alan 
Roma imparatorluk (lagi tapinaginin kuzey ve batisinda¬ 
ki di§ alanda yurutulen kazilarda yapiya ait bazi mimari 
pargalara (sutun govdeleri, kaide ve ba§liklar) rastladik 
(Res. 1). Alanin en onemli buluntusu, uzerinde Roma 
imparatoru Theodosius ve ogu I lari Arcadius ile 
Honorius'un adlarmin da yer aldigi bir imar yazitidir. Bu 
yazit Kelenderis'in Erken Hiristiyanlik Donemi hakkinda 
onemli bir beige niteligindedir. 


It is worth noting that the motifs and application features 
of these mosaics exposed both in the Atrium and in the 
northern part of the Basilica differ from the ones in the 
main halls , so we are of the opinion that these mosaics 
probably predate the Basilica. 

During our 20! 7 campaign we did not have the chance 
to dig the possible baptismal font to its ground level. But 
this year when the earth deposit was removed\ its floor 
was discovered coated with lime plaster just like the 
walls. Partial cleaning of the coating exposed a mosaic 
with large tesserae in grey/b/ack. 

The pool north of the Basilica , the corridor west of it and 
the hall uncovered during this year's campaign - all 
three have almost the same width and form a complex 
of buildings along whose north side runs a long wall 
(Fig. 5). So this wall may be understood to be the outer 
wall of the basilica in its final phase. Behind the wall at 
a little higher but parallel level\ a wide and deep water¬ 
way constructed with spolia was found; however , we 
have not so far obtained any data regarding its function 
or connection. 

In addition to uncovering the units related to the 
Basilica , we also uncovered some architectural elements 
(such as column shafts , bases and capitals) at the exca¬ 
vations conducted outside the north and west sides of 
the Roman Imperial-period temple west of this structure 
(Fig. I). The most important discovery made here is a 
construction inscription , which bears the names of the 
Roman emperor Theodosius as well as his sons Arcadius 
and Honorius. Therefore it is a significant document 
about the early Christian period of Kelenderis. 

Excavations at the far north-western part of the temple 
exposed a foundation of rubble stones 2.5 m. wide; next 
to it are two square piers built with smooth limestone 
slabs and spolia column shafts (Fig. I). These piers , 
originally measuring 2.15xi.6 m., stand 2.5 m. apart 
and have retained their height up to 1 m. Although no 



Res. 3 Atrium unit 2351 'de bulunan zemin mozaigi 
Fig. 3 Atrium unit 2351, mosaic pavement 
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Res. 4 Bazilika'mn kuzeyindeki mozaik zeminli salon (unit 2644) 
Fig. 4 Mosaic paved hall north of the Basilica (unit 2644) 


Tapinagin kuzeybatisinda, yapidan epey agikta yurutu- 
len kazilarda, moloz ta§larla orulmu§ 2,50 m. geni§likte 
bir temel ile bunun hemen yaninda duzgun kiregta§i 
bloklar ve dev§irme sutun govdeleriyle orulmu§ kare 
§eklindeki iki paye ortaya gikti (Res. 1). Aralarinda 
2,50 m. kadar agiklik bulunan ve her biri 2,15x1,60 m. 
olgulerinde olan bu payeler, hemen hemen 1 m/ye 
kadar olan yuksekliklerini korumaktadirlar. i§levi konu- 
sunda herhangi bir veri elde edemedigimiz bu payelerin, 
burada gegen yil ortaya gikardigimiz uzerinde yazit 
bulunan kemer bloklariyla birlikte belki de Theodosius 
zamaninda in§a edilen bir yapiyla ilgili olmahdir. 

'Limonluk' (Kl 107-108 Plan Karesi) fali§malari 

Kamula§tirilmasi 2010 yilinda tamamlanan bu alandaki 
ilk kazilar gegen yil ba§latiImi§, burada agtigimiz iki 
agmadan birinde, gunumuz zemininden yakla§ik 1 m. 
a§agida kuzey-guney yonlu bir duvar ve buna paralel 
olarak uzanan pi§mi§ toprak su kunkleri bulmu§tuk. Bu 
yil, bu agmamn biraz dogusunda yeni bir agmada kazi¬ 
lar ba§latiIdi ve gunumuz zemininden yakla§ik 1 m. 
derinlikten itibaren biri gegen yil buldugumuz duvarin 
devami olan iki duvar ortaya gikti. Moloz ta§ ve kireg 
harciyla in§a edilmi§ olan bu duvarlarin olu§turdugu iki 
mekan birbirine 0,70 m. geni§likte bir kapiyla baglan- 
maktadir. Bunlardan guneydeki mekanin henuz zemini- 
ne ula§ilmadigi bir seviyede, mekanin bati duvarinin 
onunde, mermer bir lahit govdesi, zemin seviyesinde 
ise, bu lahdin kapagi ortaya gikti (Res. 6). Aym mekanin 
guneybati ko§esinde, mermer bloklarla olu§turulan ve 
henuz tamami agilmami§ olan 3,00x2,70 m. olgulerinde 
bir podyum agiga gikarildi. Podyumun kuzeydogu ko§e- 
sinde, yalmzca 0,50 m/lik alt kismi korunmu§ bir sutun 
govdesi bulundu. Buna dayanarak, burada olasilikla her 



Res. 5 Bazilika'mn kuzeyindeki alamn son durumu 
Fig. 5 Area north of the basilica, present view 


dues exist about their functions , they are probably 
related to the inscribed blocks of an arch discovered in 
last year's campaign. Furthermore, they may be con¬ 
nected with the structure built in the reign of Theodosius. 

Excavations at Limonluk Grid Squares Kl 107-108 

Last year excavations were initiated at this location 
expropriated in 2010. In one of the trenches a wall was 
discovered running north to south approximately 1 m. 
beneath the present ground level\ as well as terra cotta 
water pipes extending parallel to this wall. This year in a 
new trench a little to the east connecting walls were 
uncovered again at a depth of about 1 m. These walls of 
rubble and lime mortar form two rooms communicating 
with each other by a door 0.7 m. wide. In the southern 
room the basin of a marble sarcophagus was uncovered 
by the western wall at a level above the floor and its I id 
at floor level (Fig. 6). At the south-west corner of the 
same room is a podium measuring 3x2.7 m. constructed 
of marble blocks , not fully exposed yet. At its north-east 
corner by the north-east side of the stylobate, the lower 
part (0.5 m. long) of a column shaft was found. This may 
indicate that this square structure had one column at 
every corner and was a tetrapy/on where a sarcophagus 
stood on its podium. 

The sarcophagus lid uncovered is the k/ine type > and 
there are two reclining figures representing the grave 
owner and his wife. Their faces are roughly carved with 
unfinished portraits , which probably hints that it had 
been used soon after being produced in the workshop. 
Even though one long and one short side of the sar¬ 
cophagus basin have partly survived[ the others are 
damaged. No fragments belonging to the damaged sides 


43 










KAZI RAPORLARI 


EXCAVATION REPORTS 



Res. 6 Bati Nekropolu Kl 107-108'deki agmalar 
Fig. 6 Trenches at Kl 107-108West Necropolis 

bir ko§esinde birer sutun bulunan kare plan 1 1 bu yapinin 
bir tetrapylon olabilecegi ve lahdin de bunun podyumu- 
nun uzerinde yer aldigini onerebiliriz. 

Ele gegen lahdin kapagi bir kline §eklinde yapilmi§ olup, 
uzerinde yari uzanmi§ mezar sahibi ve karisini temsil 
eden iki figur gorulur. Her ikisinin yuzunun kabaca yon- 
tulmu§, yani henuz portrelerinin yapilmami§ olmasi, 
bunun lahit atolyesinden geldigi §ekl iyle kuI IaniImi§ 
olduguna i§aret eder. Lahit teknesinin bir uzun ve bir 
kisa yuzu kismen korunmu§, diger yuzleri kiriImi§ olup 
bunlarin pargalari ele gegmemi§tir. Lahdin ele gegen 
bolumunden ug yuzunde yuksek kabartma olarak dans 
eden, muzik yapan "eroslarin eglencesi" konusunun 
betimlendigi anla§ilmaktadir (Res. 7). Eksik olan diger 
kisa yuzde gorulen aslan ayaklari, burada oturan bir 
grifonun betimlendigini gosterir. Attika atolyelerinde 
yapilip, Kelenderis'teki varlikli bir ki§i igin ithal edilmi§ 
oldugu anla§ilan bu lahdi, ozellikle Perge ve Side'de 
bulunmu§ benzeri ornekler gibi, i.S. 2. yy/in sonlarina 
veya 3. yy. ilk yarisina tarihlemek mumkundur. Gegen 
yil "Limonluk" olarak adlandirdigimiz bu alanin Roma 
imparatorluk Donemi'nde mezarlik oldugu anla§ilmak- 
tadir ki, bu da Kelenderis Bati Nekropolu'nun sinirlarinin 
buraya kadar uzandigini gosterir. 

Diger Nekropollerdeki f alismalar 

Bati Nekropolu'nun bir pargasi olan Kl 107-108 alani 
di§inda, §imdiki Antalya-Mersin D-400 karayolunun 
kiyisindaki Kuzey Nekropolu'nde yer alan bir grup 
tonozlu mezardan birinin (K.03 KN TM VII) uzerindeki 
modern atiklar ve toprak temizlenmi§tir. Bu gali§ma 
sonunda, bu alandaki mezarlardan bir kaginin iki 
katli tonozlu mezar olarak in§a edilmi§ olmasina kar§in, 
geri kalan bir kag tonozlu mezarin tek katli olarak 



Res. 7 Bati Nekropolu'nde bulunan lahdin Silifke Muzesi'nde 
sergilemesi 

Fig. 7 Sarcophagus from West Necropolis on display at 
SHifke Museum 

have been uncovered during our excavations. What 
remains from the sarcophagus depicts dancing cupids 
on its three sides in high relief (Fig. 7). Because of the 
Hon feet seen on the damaged short side, it may be con¬ 
cluded that a griffon was depicted here. This sarcopha¬ 
gus, probably constructed in the workshops of Attica, 
was imported for a wealthy person at Kelenderis and 
may be dated to the late 2nd or early 3rd century A.D. 
like its counterparts known especially from Perge and 
Side. One other significant point is the discovery of 
tombs from the Roman period in this area called 
Limonluk, which proves that the boundaries of the West 
Necropolis of Kelenderis extended up to here. 

Work at Other Necropoleis 

Dirt and rubble on one of the vaulted tombs (K.03 KN 
TM VII) in the North Necropolis near the main highway 
D400 from Antalya to Mersin outside of Kl 107-108 was 
removed. After the cleaning work it was observed that 
some of these vaulted tombs were two-storey while 
others were single storied. So the structure has a vaulted 
rectangular burial chamber with a flat roof on top. The 
roof was covered with a thick layer of lime mortar and 
has a podium. When its dimensions are taken into 
consideration, it is suggested that a sarcophagus stood 
on it. 
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plan land igi ortaya gikmi§tir. Buna gore, yapi igten 
tonozlu, di§tan ise duz damli dikdortgen bir odadan 
olu§maktadir. Kalin bir kireg harciyla sivanmi§ gatisinda 
ise, bir podyum bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle olguleri 
dikkate alindiginda, bu podyumun uzerine bir lahdin 
yerle§tirilmi§ oldugu anla§ilmaktadir. 

Yine Kuzey Nekropolu'ndeki "Dortayak" olarak bilinen 
baldakenli mezarin (tetrapylon) gevresindeki dolgunun 
bir kisminin kaldiriImasiyla, bu anitsal yapinin alt katinin 
mimarisi hakkinda yeni veriler elde ettik. Buna gore, 
baldakeni olu§turan kemer ayaklarinin uzerindeki 
2,50 m. kadar yukseklikteki kaide, ana kaya uzerine 
oturmakta olup, kaidenin di§a bakan yuzleri, duzgun 
bloklarla kaplanmi§, igi ise, moloz ta§ ve killi toprakla 
doldurulmu§tur. Dolayisiyla bu mezarin altinda bir krip- 
tanin bulunmadigi, asil mezarin dort ayakla ta§inan 
piramidal gatinin altina yerle§tirilen bir lahit oldugu 
ortaya konmu§tur (Res. 8). Buradaki kazilar sirasinda ele 
gegen mermer bir lahit pargasi da bunun bir kaniti ola¬ 
rak degerlendirilebilir. Yapinin piramit §eklindeki gatisi- 
nin tepesinden du§en son blok da kagit uzerinde yerine 
kondugunda, anitsal mezarin yuksekliginin 13 m. kadar 
oldugu soylenebilir (Res. 8). 

2012 yilinda Kelenderis Dogu Nekropolu'nde de yeni 
bir dromoslu yeralti oda mezari temizledik. K.12 DN I 
olarak kodladigimiz bu mezarin 0,55 m. geni§likte bir 
e§ik ile ba§layan ve igerisinde kabaca yapilmi§ 4 basa- 
magi bulunan, 2,30 m. uzunluktaki dromosunun temiz- 
Iigi sirasinda Hellenistik ve Roma gaglarina ait vazo ve 
unguentarium pargalari ele gegti. Asil gomu odasina 
giri§i kapatan levhanm yalmzca alt kisminin in situ 
olmasi nedeniyle mezar odasinin igi neredeyse tama- 
men erozyon topragiyla dolmu§tu. Seviyeli olarak kaldir- 
digimiz bu dolgu igerisinde, ne yazik ki, kiri Imi§ birkag 
kemik pargasi d i§i nda herhangi bir in situ insan iskeleti- 
ne rastlamadik. Buna kar§ilik, 2 m. uzunlukta ve 1,70 m. 
geni§likteki mezar odasinda fazla dagilmami§ §ekiIde, 
pi§mi§ toprak vazolar ve bir bronz igneden olu§an mezar 
armaganlari bulduk. Vazolar degerlendiri Idiginde 
mezarda iki evreli defin yapildigi anla§iIdi. Mezarin 
erken malzemesi Fenike tipi bir ta§ima vazosu ile ge§itli 
testi, testiciklerden olu§maktadir ki, bunlar kabaca 
1.0. 5. yy/a tarihlenebilir. ikinci evresinden ise, bir 
adet Kibris veya Kuzey Ege tipi ticari amphora ile 
alabastronlar, garkta yapilmi§ bir kandil, iki kase ile 
birer tane yalin siyah astarli Attik pyksis ve skyphos 
ele gegmi§tir. Bu buluntular Erken Hellenistik (lag'a 
tarihlenebilir. 

2012 sezonunda kazilar ve anastylosis uygulamalari 
di§inda, ozellikle kuguk eserlerin onarimi ile Bati 
Nekropolu'nde buldugumuz lahdin Silifke Muzesi'ne 



baldakenli mezarin 


cephe gorunu§u ve 
tasarim cizimi 



When the earth deposit around the tetrapylon (baldachin 
tomb) in the North Necropolis was removed\ new data 
regarding the architectural plan of the ground floor in 
this monumental structure was obtained. Thus the 
2.5 m. high socle, on which the arch piers stand\ rests on 
bedrock. The socle's exterior is faced with smooth-cut 
blocks while the interior is filled with rubble and clay¬ 
like earth. These finds suggest that this monumental 
tomb did not have a subterranean crypt and that the 
main burial had been a sarcophagus placed under the 
pyramidal roof supported by the four piers (Fig. 8). A 
fragment of a marble sarcophagus unearthed during the 
excavations here may support this observation. When 
the last block of stone fallen from the top of the pyrami¬ 
dal superstructure is placed on the plan, the height of the 
monument is estimated to reach 13 m. (Fig. 8). 

in the 2012 campaign a new burial chamber with dro- 
mos was cleaned at Kelenderis's East Necropolis. During 
our cleaning work at this tomb (K. 12 DN I) along the 
dromos, which starts with a threshold 0.55 m. wide and 
extends for 2.30 m. including four roughly carved steps, 
fragments of vases and unguentaria from the l-lellenistic 
and Roman periods were uncovered. Because only the 
lower part of the slab at the entrance of the main burial 
chamber was, the chamber was almost completely filled 
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KAZI RAPORLARI EXCAVATION REPORTS 


Res. 9 

Agora Bazilikasimn 
koruma gatisi 
tamamlandiktan 
sonraki gorunumu 



Fig • 9 

Protection roof on 
the Agora Basilica 


ta§inarak onarimimn ardindan sergileme gali§malari da 
tamamlanmi§tir (Res. 7). 

2012 yilinin son i§i ise, Agora Bazilikasi'nm ana ve yan 
salonlarini kaplayan mozaiklerin hava ko§ullarindan 
olumsuz etkilenmesini onlemek uzere hazirladigimiz 
gati projesi de 201 3 yilinin ilk aylarinda tamamlanmi§tir 
(Res. 9). 


with eroded earth. The dirt was removed layer by layer > 
but no remains of a human skeleton were found\ just a 
few broken bones. Nonetheless , in the chamber measur¬ 
ing 2 m. long and 1.7 m. wide were found some mostly 
intact burial gifts such as terra cotta vases and a bronze 
pin. After assessing the vase forms and types , it was 
noted that this chamber underwent two phases. The 
earlier gifts consisted of a Phoenician-type amphora, 
various jugs and juglets dating approximately from the 
5th century B.C. From the second burial phase are a 
Cypriot or North Aegean trade amphora, a/abastra, a 
wheel-made lamp, two bowls and a plain black slip 
Attic pyxis and a skyphos, all of which may be dated to 
the early Hellenistic period. 

Apart from the above detailed work and anasty/osis car¬ 
ried out in the course of 2012 campaign, repair work of 
small artefacts was completed. The sarcophagus from 
the West Necropolis was prepared for display at the 
Silifke Museum (Fig. 7). 

Our final work within the 2012 campaign was to con¬ 
tinue with the roof project for the protection of the 
mosaic pavement. This project was finished in the first 
months of 2013 (Fig. 9). 
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